
The House on Mango Street 
Final Project 

Assigned: April 14, Due: Friday, May 6 
 
 

 We have been discussing the theme of identity (what makes 
you, you) throughout our reading of Sandra Cisneros’ The House on 
Mango Street. The book is a series of vignettes that, when read 
together, paint a picture of what makes Esperanza Cordero who she 
is. The book is told from her unique perspective as a twelve or 
thirteen year old growing up in a Latino district of Chicago in the 
1980’s, and as we have discussed, her voice comes through clearly in 
the text. We have also focused extensively on figurative language, as 
Cisneros is a master of “painting pictures” through use of non-literal 
language. Your final projects will show your mastery of these topics 
through creation of a personal booklet with five parts. We have 
already worked on part two extensively. 
 
Part 1: Front Cover 
The front cover of your booklet will include: 

• The title “The House on ___________,” with the name of your street filled in. 
• Your name. 
• A hand-drawing or computer-drawing of your current home. 

 
Part 2:  Three Personal Vignettes 
For homework and in class, you have written three vignettes, personal stories that 
somehow influence your identity. Your final drafts of these vignettes will be 
included in your personal booklet. These vignettes should each: 

• Be a brief story somehow relating to one aspect of your identity web.  
• Express your unique voice. 
• Include at least two examples of figurative language. 
• Be proofread for grammar, spelling, and other conventions of standard 

English. 
 
Part 3:  Poem, Song, Picture, or Comic 
As we read in The House on Mango Street, Esperanza would write poetry as a way to 
express her feelings. For part three, please choose one of the following: 

• Write an original song or poem that you believe somehow expresses your 
identity. 

• Draw or paint a picture or comic that you believe somehow expresses your 
identity. 

• Choose two already existing poems, songs, pictures, or comics that you 
relate to. Note, this means you will need to write one extra paragraph in 
your reflective essay. 

 



Part 4:  Reflection 
Write a five-paragraph essay walking the reader through your booklet and identity. 

• Paragraph I: Introduction – Ideas: What is identity? How did The House on 
Mango Street show Esperanza’s identity? How does this booklet explain your 
identity? 

• Paragraph II: Explain how your three vignettes relate to your personal 
identity. 

• Paragraph III: Explain how the poem, song, or picture you created relates to 
your personal identity. If you chose two already existing poems, songs, or 
pictures, you will need to write two separate paragraphs. 

• Paragraph IV: Explain the images you created for your front and back covers. 
What will you need to do in life to get from your current home to your 
dream home? 

• Paragraph V: Conclusion – Ideas: How does this booklet represent your 
identity? How does your journey compare to or contrast with Esperanza’s?  

 
Part 5:  Back Cover 
In the vignettes “The House on Mango Street” and “Bums in the Attic,” Esperanza 
describes the home she would like to live in some day. On the back cover, draw 
your dream home. 
 
Your final task is to staple all five parts together into a booklet. This 
booklet is a snapshot of your personal journey, just like The House 
on Mango Street tells Esperanza’s story. 
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT EXTENSION PROJECT 
 

 Independently or in a group of up to four 
students, develop and carry out a small 
community service project, helping to improve 
your own community. Examples of projects could 
include planting trees, helping a neighbor in need 
on a regular basis, volunteering in a nursing 
home, volunteering with veterans, reading to the 
blind, or anything else you can think of. This 
project will have two components to turn in: 
 

1. A three-paragraph essay describing (1) the community service project you 
have chosen, (2) why you chose it, (3) what it felt like to follow through. 

2. Photographs of you carrying out the project. 
 
Well-implemented completion of this extra credit project will earn you a 100% test 
grade for term four. 


